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Me.r:aorandum 

To: Regional counsel 

From: Regional water Rights Engineer 

Subject: In!'orr::1al agree:.ient regarding settlement of water rights or 
~T orth Fork Ditch Company 

I am happy to report that in a oeet ing yesterday with Mr ~ L.K. Jordan, Chief .Engineer and ).tanager of the North Fork Ditch Company, an informal agreement was reached regarding the annual quantity and rate of deli very of the water supply from Folsom Dam to the !torth .1ork Di toh Company. The informal agreefilent regarding the water supply was as foll0"1 

(a) The rate of delivery of wat er t o the contractor (North 
Fork Ditch Conpany) by the Government at any parti'cular tioe shall 
not exceed 75 c.f.s. 

(b) The total quantity of water delivered t o the contractor 
by the Government in any one calendar year shall not exoeed 33,000 
acre-feet. 

(o) The Government, within the li.Clitations established in (a) and (b) above, and the further 11.m.itation that the water must 
be devoted to a beneficial use, shall deliver to the contractor 
as much water as the contractor ClB.Y request. Requests by t h e 
contract or f or delivery s hall be s ubwit t~d to t~c contrac t ing 
officer in writ i ng . ~e1ue s t s covering the quanti ty an~ r a te 
desired shall c over a cal endar year by ~cnths, ~~d shall be sub­
mitted not later t han t he fir st of Je oembe r of t ~e , r ecedin3 year; 
pr oviJed , :iowe 7er, that the s aiJ r ate may be a21en•.:ied at any t L-:ie 
upon two days' written notice , and in t he eve~t a f ene r ccncy will 
be che:1.,_:ed i.J.'.rndiately. 

(d) Ne i ,,tc r est .i:1 :.::e '113.t t:: r rig:,ts pcs3esse(! L :r t :·,e ccn ­
t=actc= shall be cons~de r ed ta ~~ ve ~een t r Jns!err et t c t~e 
::;ovt3r~a nt , =-7..! no stor 3.ge s ; -a -~e i;-i .?ol.sorn :-tese:-vci::- s'.1£! ::. l '::l e 
consiJered as be ing 1~~clve1 in ~jc pr o~csed ccntract , ex ce?t 
t o : i'.,} ::iini ::i.um e:ctent i n each 5..n s ta:cc e :1ecessa.r:r to e:10.bl.e t :-ie 
~ c •; c r r~ -. en t ·- o .:.:i a:-: e : ;: a ·11 a t e :- d e l. i v e r .:. e s a s s ta t ed. a :: o v c • 



) 

::.:xce p t for t::ie actual fi3u..res .'.:or t:1e rat o e: : J.e2.:.. very 2.r;...; tho 
a., .. nu.a.l 1ua .. 1. tity of water, t he n~e:·.'. e a croe:1ent a::-,pea.re ,~ s :.:.::.stn...":ti ::. lly the 
s~,e in ~ ~o oontra:t, No. JA-04-1G7-330, between t~e United j tetes 
a:i;.: t :: e rlat o::ia s ··1ater Com..:1any, dat ed 13 J une 1951 . 

Jurine the las~ six c:ontbs , ne<:ctiati ons :--,ave bee:i in orooess 
b et.ween 1:r. Joz-dan an:. eneineers ::., :' ':fly s:.a.Cf •fiit:i the as ., : st ~Z:.ct( of 
hlr. Bonbra~e c f t ~e Jelta J istrict office. Juring this perlcd, an invest! 
cat i on was :-:ade regarding t ho wat er rich ts of t :-.. e C onpa.!1.y E!n::! t;ic water 
supply f or t ~e si.X-.7car ;:eriod 114-o t:1.r·ouf;h 1151. 

~he fi ~st tilin6 f or a wa ter sup,ly f or t ~a s ubject area was ~8 : 
in 1353, and recorded in Placer ~6unty. This f!line was for the diversio~ 
ot 3 1 000 ~inerts inches (60 o.f.s.) .of the water of the North ?erk ot 
Anerican River. An adjudication was !!lade or t~1s right in 1899 in the 
superior court of the State ot Calitornia in the county or Sacramento 
(saora~ento Kleotrio, ~ and Railroad Com~any v. c.~. Clark, li•Q• Smith, 
.A•li• Buchanan, Action No. '18'I.5, Ad)udi.uent No. 535)). 

In addition to t:ie adj~dicated ritjht of 60 c .f.s., the Company l: 
been using water unc!er Fer,:ii t 4609 t:'cr 3.5 o .t. s., issued on October 26 • 1 9 

Hydrological data used in our investigations were obtained fron 
tho files ot tho Campnny, which consisted chiefly of daily rcoo~ds cf rive . 
diversions and oanalside deliveries or sales; und data regardin.?; transpire 
tion, c onveyance, and operational WAter losses. An inspection cf the 
Coo.pany's water system wa..s nade by n8mbers ot my staff. Cur investigatio~ 
revealed t~at during t be si;-yea..r period 1945-1951, the river diversions 
ranged fro~ a mini.!nuo ot 33,900 to 39,600 acre-feet, with an average or 
37,300 acre-reet, and on the basis of :::iaxi..~um ~onthly div0rsicns oonsti~ 
tu ting a "Orobable !!laXi..clW!l. wat er year, the t otal annual quantity would be 
about 42,noo acre-feet. Canalaide deliveries tor the sa.:~e period ranged 
rrom 20,000 to 24,400 acre-feet, with an averace of 21,800 a cre-feet, and 
with a maxi..'.au:a monthly delivery of 27,200 acre-feet fer t he probable :iaxi-
!llw:l Wci.t er year. • 

On the basis or the above ~at~r diversions a~d deliveries, our 
study of the oonvoyance losses in sooe 25 !!liles ot oanal, which will be 
inundated by ?olso!!l Reservoir, 1ndic!'tted that t he qua.ntlties of water at 
t!'le ::lt)'tl .:i:inklo ~-{ eservoir (poi:1t cf scvera1.oe) ·.vould be as !.'cll ows: 

( a ) ;,vorar_;e quantities :.; t diva r!.i c::;; ~:1 1. : ccrr cs::; c :1iir . .; 
de.:..i.vorlcs ~' o:- t r.~. slx-:roar !)er i cd , 27 ,700 acre-feet c. :t:-: ·1c:l l y ; 

(b) ~.:a:c~"1.wr. ::1c:1.t:1ly canelsi :le c.el~v,~:·:" s.:-.,'. ·~-:::.r:t~:::,;,c :'.li nc; 
~c~ t hly ~iv~rsicn, 33, coo acre-feet ; 



( c) 2.ra::-.:imU!il rate of di versi or2 wa s 72 c. f. s. g_:-\ :. occurred in 
tie ~o~th cf July 1947. • 

cur settleuent recarding the annual quantity_of water of 33,0cc 
acre-feet was predi c:1 ted on the meximum monthly ca..1.als 1.de deliveries a.:id 
t~e corresponding monthly diversions for t he period of rec crd. The CTaxi­
mll!:l rate of delivery to t!le Corapany of 75 c.f .s. was based upon the abili , 
of the Compan.y to adeq_uately supply the water needs of t:-,e cor:rpany' s 
service area, keeping in r::i.ind. that the United States also will be serving 
adjacent area and in some oases, furnishing a supplesental supply to wate.:­
users within the Company's area from the proposed Folsom North canal. 
Allowing a maximum rate ot' 75 o,r,a. would enable the Company to serve 
lands which could be exclud~d from the service area ot the Folsom North 
Canal at a savings in cost to the United states for the oonstruotion of 
the distribution and lateral systems in part of the Fair Oaks Irrigation 
District service area. 

I recommend that the foregoing infor~al agreement regarding the 
water supply tor the North Fork Ditoh Company be adopted and used in the 
formal agreement to be.presented in the proposed contract between the 
United states (Corps of Engineers) and the North Fork Ditch company. 

Copy to: Mr. L. K. Jordan 
North Fork Ditch Co. 
Forua Bldg. 
Sacram.ento, Calif. 

Mr. O. H. Ilart 
corps of Engineers 
i'lright Bldg. 
Sacramento, Calif. 

Leland K. Hill 

L, K. Hill 
Regional ·.vater Rig_11ts :Engineer 

:~e.•::;iona.l ~ner. (Attn .:.:r. 3or.,erville) 
Rc,sional Plan. 3,.'13r. 
Re~ion~l Supvr.,O<L~ 
Assist.Reg.Cnsl.(Water ai~it s) 
Jistrict ~anager, S}ockton 

) 


