GOVERNOR ARNOLD SCHWARZENEGGER

February 28, 2008

The Honorable Don Perata The Honorable Darrell Steinberg
President pro Tempore # California State Senate
California State Senate State Capitol

State Capitol Room 4035

Room 205 Sacramento, California 95814

Sacramento, California 95814

The Honorable Mike Machado
California State Senate

State Capitol

Room 5066

Sacramento, California 95814

Dear Don, Mike and Darrell,

My administration has been working on solutions for addressing California’s water supply
and the environmental crisis in the Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta for more than two years.
As you all have acknowledged during our negotiations on a comprehensive water
infrastructure package over the last year, the heart of California’s vital water supply system
is in jeopardy of collapse without both immediate action and long term solutions to restore
the ecosystem and protect water supplies.

I created the bipartisan Delta Vision Blue Ribbon Task Force by administrative action in
2006. The Task Force has issued its Vision and will develop a Strategic Plan to implement
the Vision by the end of this year. In its recommendations, the Task Force identified a
series of near-term actions that should be taken to protect the estuary, including studying
the options for improving water transfer in the Delta. Far from acting unilaterally, my
administration has been transparent in working with stakeholders and legislators on
identifying both administrative and legislative actions that will be necessary to address the
recommendations of the Task Force. As part of that effort, I will continue to negotiate in
good faith with legislators on a comprehensive water infrastructure package.

To clarify the administrative actions we are considering as part of a comprehensive
solution in the Delta, let me outline some of the key elements under development:
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