
Dec. 18, 2008        Contact: Chris Brown 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE                                             (916) 552-5885 
                                                                                                   chris@cuwcc.org  
                                                                                                                    
                                                                                                                     

COUNCIL MAKES ANOTHER 10-YEAR COMMITMENT TO 
 WATER CONSERVATION IN CALIFORNIA 

Members Vote in Favor of Updating Council’s Guidelines for Urban Water 
 
SACRAMENTO, Calif., -- With California’s water future uncertain, California’s largest 
water agencies and leading environmental groups today signed a key 10-year agreement to 
conserve water in the state. The Memorandum of Understanding caps a year of intense 
negotiation, and offers agencies a series of best practices to conserve water. 
 
“In 1997, a 10-year time frame for meeting conservation goals was set to end in 2008. By 
approving a new 10-year period, adding flexibility to the Best Management Practices and 
reorganizing them into programmatic groupings, California continues its role in leading 
water conservation and innovation in the United States,” said Lynn Florey, Sonoma 
County Water Agency representative and emeritus Council Convener. 
 
Water conservation is going to become even more important in California in the future. 
“By showing we could work together, we are setting a path for meeting even greater 
challenges in future years,” said Jim Metropulos, Sierra Club California representative a
newly appointed 2009 Council Convener. “We will need these new Best Management 
Practices to help meet the governor’s call for 20 percent conservation by 2020; and to 
address an uncertain water future with the third year of drought and potentially drier years 
ahead.” 

nd 

 
With an overwhelming majority vote in favor of the 8 critical changes and additions to the 
Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) and Best Management Practices (BMPs), the 
Council will continue to play a key role to the hundreds of members who implement these 
BMPs across the state.  
 
“These revisions will give us the tools necessary to address the ongoing needs across the 
state by extending the life of the MOU, giving agencies more flexibility in achieving 
water conservation and by automatically updating as new technologies become available,” 
stated Florey. 
 
The new BMPs will become effective July 1, 2009 and will benefit all of the Council’s 
members, which include water providers, public advocate agencies and various other 
parties invested in water conservation in California. 
 
For more information on the California Urban Water Conservation Council, please visit 
www.cuwcc.org. 
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